
California Rapid Assessment Method 

for Wetlands

(CRAM)

Quality Assurance



Desktop Review

 Red flags that can 

be identified from a 

desktop review

 Online 

reconnaissance 



Assessment Teams

 At least one member 

of the assessment 

team should be 

trained in CRAM: 

practitioners who 

have been trained are 

listed on the website

 At least two team 

members (no one-

person CRAMs)



Timing of Assessments

 Not more than 3 CRAMs per day (some exceptions)

 The optimal time of year is during the growing season 

of annual plants:

 NOT December to February

 May vary with different wetland types



Gestalt of Wetland Quality

 The “laugh test”

 Does the score match your BPJ of overall 

condition/quality/health

 Examples:

 Score >80 at a site surrounded by development

 Score <60 at a site in open space



This is probably not a 92



This is probably not a 42



Size and Shape of AA

 Size: not bigger than maximum size or smaller than 

minimum size

 Stream reach > 200 m or < 100 m

 Estuarine AA > 1 Hectare

 Not extending more than 5 m into upland

 Riverine terraces

 Not including more than one wetland/wetland type



Stream Corridor Continuity

 Measurements can be checked from the desktop

 Did they miss  breaks in continuity?



Buffer Measurements

 Lines should not cross

 Should not be < 5 m or > 250 m

 Misidentification of buffer land types:

 Lines going through buildings or sports fields

 Lines truncated at areas that should be buffer: 

trails or infrequently used dirt roads



Plant Community

 Number of co-dominant plants: should not be >12 or <3

 Special circumstances may be an exception

 Usually not all layers are present

 Consistently awarding all layers could be a red flag



Data Availability

 Scores should be entered in eCRAM

 Can be checked online

 If public, anyone can view

 If private, practitioner can provide an eCRAM ID to 

show that data has been entered



Thank you


